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(57) ABSTRACT

Disclosed is an electromagnetic device. The electromagnetic
switching device includes: a shaft coupled with a movable
contact point to reciprocate up and down; and an elastic
member coupled with a bottom end of the shaft, wherein a
vertical volume of the elastic member expands as a tempera-
ture is increased.
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1
ELECTROMAGNETIC SWITCHING DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §119(a), this application claims the
benefit of earlier date and right of priority to Korean Patent
Application No. 10-2013-0017219, filed on Feb. 18, 2013,
the contents of which is incorporated by reference herein in its
entirety.

BACKGROUND

The embodiment relates to an actuating part of an electro-
magnetic switching device and an electromagnetic switching
device including the same.

An electromagnetic switching device is an electric switch
device serving as a connection converter to switch on/off a
main circuit according to tiny variation of an input current. In
the electromagnetic switching device, a contact point is
moved by electromagnetic force so that current is applied or
shut off.

FIG. 1 is a view illustrating an electromagnetic switching
device according to the related art.

The electromagnetic switching device shown in FIG. 1
includes a housing 1, a fixed contact point 2 disposed at an
upper portion in the housing 1, and a movable contact point 3
disposed under the fixed contact point 2 and repeatedly mak-
ing contact with or separated from the fixed contact point 2.

The movable contact point 3 is coupled with a shaft 7 and
moves up and down, and a movable core 6 is coupled with an
outer peripheral surface of the shaft 7. A fixed core 4 is placed
at an upper outer side of the movable core 6, and a coil 5 is
disposed at outer sides of the movable core 6 and the fixed
core 4.

Further, the fixed core 4 include an upper fixed core 4a and
a lower core 4b.

In addition, a return spring 9 is provided above the shaft 7.

An elastic member 8 is placed at a bottom surface of the
housing 1 under the shaft 7 and the movable core 6.

Accordingly, if an electric current is applied to the coil 5, a
driving force is applied to the movable core 6 so that the
movable core 6 moves up together with the shaft 7 while
pushing the shaft 7, thereby making the fixed contact point 2
contact with the movable contact point 3.

Meanwhile, if the current applied to the coil 5 is shut off,
the shaft 7 moves down while being pressed by the return
spring 9, and the descended shaft 7 and movable core 6 collide
with the elastic member 8.

The elastic member 8 absorbs shock caused by collision
between the shaft 7 and the movable core 6.

In the electromagnetic switching device of the related art
having a structure as described above, when a current does not
flow through the coil 5, a bottom end of the upper fixed core
4a is spaced apart from a top end of the movable core 6 by a
distance A.

If the distance A is too long, an ascending force of the
movable core becomes weak. Ifthe distance A is too short, the
movable core rapidly starts to move up with insufficient
ascending force so that electric connection may not be
achieved between the movable contact point and a driving
contact point.

Accordingly, the distance A between the movable core 6
and the upper fixed core 4a must be appropriately maintained
by a magnetic force generated from the coil.

However, if the internal temperature is increased due to the
operation of the electromagnetic switching device, a gener-
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2

ated magnetic force becomes weak so that there is a need to
reduce the distance A between the fixed core and the movable
core.

SUMMARY

The disclosure provides an electromagnetic switching
device capable of reducing a distance between a movable core
and an upper fixed core when the temperature is increased by
using a property of an elastic member where a vertical volume
of the elastic member provided at a bottom end of a shaft
expands as the temperature is increased.

According to one embodiment, there is provided an elec-
tromagnetic switching device including: a shaft coupled with
a movable contact point to reciprocate up and down; and an
elastic member coupled with a bottom end of the shaft,
wherein a vertical volume of the elastic member expands as a
temperature is increased.

An elastic member receiving part may be provided at a
lower portion of the shaft, and the elastic member may be
received in the elastic member receiving part such that a top
end of the elastic member makes contact with a top surface of
the elastic member receiving part to limit volume expansion
in an upward direction.

A bottom surface of the elastic member may be asymmet-
ric.

The elastic member may include a rubber.

The electromagnetic switching device may further include
a fixed core to surround an outer side of the shaft, wherein the
fixed core comprises an upper fixed core and a lower fixed
core vertically spaced apart from each other, the shaft com-
prises a large diameter portion and a small diameter portion
provided below the large diameter portion, the movable core
is provide at an outer side of the small diameter portion, and
the upper fixed core surrounds an outer side of the large
diameter portion.

The elastic member receiving part may include a space
formed by a bottom end of the shaft and an inner peripheral
surface of the movable core, and a top end of the elastic
member is partially inserted into the elastic member receiving
part.
The electromagnetic switching device may further include
areversed T-shape supporter coupled with the elastic member
receiving part, wherein a bottom surface of the elastic mem-
ber receiving part for limiting upward expansion of the elastic
member serves as a bottom surface of the T-shape supporter
when the T-shape supporter is coupled with the elastic mem-
ber receiving part.

According to the embodiment, an appropriate driving force
can be provided to the actuating part even if a magnetic force
becomes weak by ascending a location of the movable core as
a temperatures is increased.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a sectional view illustrating an electromagnetic
switching device according to the related art.

FIG. 1 is a sectional view illustrating an electromagnetic
switching device according to the embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a sectional view illustrating a driving part accord-
ing to the embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a sectional view illustrating a driving part accord-
ing to another embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, an electromagnetic switching device accord-
ing to the embodiment will be described with reference to
accompanying drawings in detail.
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The electromagnetic switching device according to the
embodiment includes a housing 10, an upper assembly 100
placed at an upper portion in the housing 10, and lower
assemblies 200 and 300 placed at a lower portion in the
housing 10.

The housing 10 surrounds an outmost portion of the elec-
tromagnetic switching device according to the embodiment
and receives the upper assembly 100 and the lower assemblies
200 and 300 therein.

Hereinafter, the structure of the upper assembly 100 will be
primarily described and then the structure of the lower assem-
blies 200 and 300 will be described.

The upper assembly 100 includes an upper fixed part 110,
a fixed contact point 120, and a return spring 130.

The upper fixed part 110 includes a return spring coupling
part 111, a return spring coupling protrusion 112, a guide part
113, and an intermediate part 114.

The return spring coupling part 111 has a substantially
cylindrical groove shape which is open downward. Accord-
ingly, the return spring coupling protrusion 112 having a
substantially cylindrical shape protruding downward is pro-
vided at a center of the spring coupling part 111.

The top end of the return spring 130 to be described later is
fitted around an outer side of the return spring coupling pro-
trusion 112. That is, the top end of the return spring 130 is
fitted around the return spring coupling part 111 having a
substantially cylindrical groove shape.

The guide part 113 extending downward is provided at an
outer side of the return spring coupling part 111. The guide
part 113 receives the top end of the shaft 310 to be described
later, and has a shape corresponding to the top end of the shaft
310 so that the top end of the shaft 310 may slide up and down
inside the guide part 113.

Meanwhile, the intermediate part 114, which is a plane
facing downward, is provided between the guide part 113 and
the return spring coupling part 111. The intermediate part 114
makes contact with the top end of the shaft 310 as the shaft
310 moves up so that the intermediate part 114 may serve as
a limiter for limiting the upward movement of the shaft 310.
In the embodiment, the limiter signifies a configuration mak-
ing contact with the shaft 310 to prevent the shaft 310 from
moving up any more.

Accordingly, if the return spring coupling protrusion 112
extends downward such that the bottom end of the return
spring coupling protrusion 112 makes contact with a bottom
surface of a return spring receiving part 314 of the shaft 310
before the top end of the shaft 310 makes contact with the
intermediate part 114, the return spring coupling protrusion
112 may serve as the limiter.

The fixed contact point 120 is placed at an outer side of the
upper fixed part 110. The fixed contact point 120 includes a
conductive material.

As described above, the top end of the return spring 130 is
fitted around the return spring coupling part 111, and the
bottom end of'the return spring 130 is supported by the return
spring receiving part 314 in the shaft 310 to be described later
so that the return spring 130 can always press the shaft 310
downward.

Hereinafter, a configuration of the lower assemblies 200
and 300 disposed under the upper assembly 100 will be
described.

The lower assemblies 200 and 300 include a driving part
200 to provide a driving force according to a current applied
from the outside and an actuating part 300 moving up and
down according to the driving force from the driving part 200.

First, a configuration of the driving part 200 will be
described. The driving part 200 according to the embodiment
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includes a yoke 210, a bobbin 220 provided in the yoke 210,
a coil 230 wound around the bobbin 220, and a fixed core 240
coupled with an inner peripheral surface of the bobbin 220.

The yoke 210 is received in the housing 10, and the bobbin
220 is placed at an inner side of the yoke 210.

The coil 230 is wound around the bobbin 220 and the
bobbin 220 includes a protrusion 221 with an intermediate
part having a substantially hollow cylindrical shape and pro-
truding from a longitudinal center point to an inner hollow
part.

As described above, the coil 230 is wound around an outer
side of the bobbin 220 and generates a driving force to ascend
the actuating part 300 by generating a magnetic force accord-
ing to an electrical signal.

A fixed core 240 is coupled with an inner side of the bobbin
220. The fixed core 240 has a substantially hollow cylindrical
shape, and includes an upper fixed core 240qa disposed at an
upper portion based on the protrusion 221 and a lower fixed
corer 2405 disposed at a lower portion based on the protrusion
221.

Accordingly, the upper fixed core 240a is vertically spaced
apart from the lower fixed core 24064.

In this case, a bottom end of the upper fixed core 240a
disposed above the protrusion 221 makes contact with a top
surface of the protrusion 221, and a top end of a lower fixed
core 2405 disposed below the protrusion 221 makes contact
with a bottom surface of the protrusion 221.

Inthis case, an inner end of the protrusion of the bobbin 220
is aligned on the same line with an inner side of the fixed core
240 or located inward than the inner side of the fixed core 240.
That is, the protrusion 221 protrudes corresponding to or
more than the thickness of the fixed core 240.

Hereinafter, a configuration of the actuating part 300 will
be described.

The actuating part 300 includes a shaft 310 that recipro-
cates up and down, a movable contact 320 coupled with the
shaft 310 and including a movable contact point 321, a mov-
able core 330, a wipe spring 340, and an elastic member 350.

The shaft 310 is disposed at a hollow region in the fixed
core 240, and has a substantially cylindrical shape extending
up and down.

An outer diameter of an upper part of the shaft 310 is
greater than an outer diameter of a lower part of the shaft 310,
and a stepped surface facing downward is formed at the part
where the outer diameter varies. Accordingly, an upper por-
tion becomes a large diameter portion 311, and a lower por-
tion becomes a small diameter portion 312 based on the
stepped surface. The stepped surface becomes a pressing
surface 313 making contact with an upper end of the movable
core 330 to be described later.

Meanwhile, the top end of the shaft 310 is open, a hollow
region having a predetermined depth is formed downward
from the top end and the hollow region forms a return spring
receiving part 314.

A bottom end of the return spring 130 described above is
received and supported in the return spring receiving part 314.

Meanwhile, another hollow region is formed below a bot-
tom surface of the return spring receiving part 314, and the
another hollow region becomes a wipe spring receiving part
315. The wipe spring receiving part 315 is formed at an inner
side of the large diameter portion 311.

A wipe spring 340 is received in the wipe spring receiving
part 315.

A side of the wipe spring receiving part 315 is partially
incised in the length direction so that a cutting part 316 is
formed as shown FIGS. 2 to 4. A pair of cutting parts 316 are
provided while facing each other.
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The cutting part 316 serves as a space in which the movable
contact 320 may move up and down.

The movable contact 320 is a conductor having a flat plate
shape and the movable contact point 321 is provided thereon.
The movable contact 320 may be formed integrally with the
movable contact point 321. The movable contact 320 extends
by passing through the shaft 310 via the cutting part 316 and
the movable contact point 321 is positioned below the fixed
contact point 120 to repeatedly make contact with the fixed
contact point 120.

The movable contact 320 makes contact with the top end of
the wipe spring 340, and is always pressed upward by the
wipe spring 340.

The movable core 330 is coupled with an outer side of the
small diameter portion 312 of the shaft 310.

A top end of the movable core 330 makes contact with the
pressing surface 313. Since the movable core 330 slides in the
fixed core 240, an outer diameter of the movable core 330
must be smaller than an inner diameter of the fixed core 240.
The outer diameter of the movable core 330 is substantially
the same as the outer diameter of the large diameter portion
311.

Accordingly, the small diameter portion 312 becomes a
movable core coupling part. Hereinafter, the small diameter
portion and the movable core coupling part will be denoted
with the same reference numeral 222. That is, reference
numeral 222 may refer to the small diameter portion distin-
guished from the large diameter portion, and may refer to the
movable core coupling part coupled with the movable core
330.

Meanwhile, the top end of the movable core 330 is spaced
apart from the bottom end of the upper fixed core 4a by a
distance A under the upper fixed core 4a.

The elastic member 350 is coupled with a lower end of the
shaft 310 as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3. When the movable part
300 descends, the elastic member 350 absorbs shock from a
bottom surface of the housing 10.

The elastic member 350 extend up and down and is coupled
with the elastic member receiving part 360 provided at a
lower portion of the shaft 310.

The elastic member receiving part 360 is a space formed by
the bottom end of the shaft 310 and an inner peripheral sur-
face of the movable core 330, and the top end of the elastic
member 350 is partially inserted into the space.

The elastic member 350 may include a material having
expansion and elastic properties in which a volume of the
material expands as the temperature is increased, for
example, the elastic member 350 may include a rubber.

The top surface of the elastic member 350 makes contact
with a top surface of the elastic member receiving part 360 to
limit upward expansion of a volume upon thermal expansion.

If'the volume of the elastic member 350 expands due to the
temperature increase, the length of the elastic member 350 is
increased up and down. In this case, since the volume change
is limited in the upward direction, the length change is real-
ized in the downward direction, so that volume change is
relatively increased in the downward direction.

Accordingly, if the temperature of the elastic member 350
is increased in a state shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, heights of the
shaft 310 and the movable core 330 can be efficiently
increased.

FIG. 4 illustrates another example of the elastic member
350q and the elastic member receiving part 360a.

In the present embodiment, a bottom end of the shaft 310 is
open in a hollow state. A substantially reversed T-shape sup-
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6

porter 370 is inserted into the open region, and a hollow part
under the supporter 370 becomes the elastic member receiv-
ing part 360a.

The elastic member 3504 inserted into the elastic member
receiving part 360a also makes contact with the T-shape sup-
porter 370 so that volume change may be concentrated onto
the lower portion. Accordingly, when the T-shape supporter
370 is coupled with the elastic member receiving part 360a, a
bottom surface of the elastic member receiving part 360a that
restricts upward expansion of the elastic member 350 may
become a bottom surface of the T-shape supporter 370. For
reference, the reversed T-shape signifies the turn-over of the
alphabet T.

In this case, the elastic member 3504 is provided therein
with a hollow part longitudinally formed through a central
region of the elastic member 350q.

Meanwhile, the elastic member 350a may extend to the
extent of the end portion of the hollow part without the
T-shape supporter.

Meanwhile, the reason to increase heights of the shaft 310
and the movable core 330 in the high temperature condition is
as follows.

If an electric current is applied to the coil 230, the movable
core 330 is subject to an ascending force. In this case, if a
distance between the bottom end of the upper fixed core 240a
and the top end of the movable core 330 is too long, the
ascending force of the movable core 330 becomes weak. If the
distance between the bottom end of the upper fixed core 240a
and the top end of the movable core 330 is too short, the
movable core 330 rapidly starts to move up so that the ascend-
ing force is insufficient. In this case, the movable contact
point 321 may not make contact with the fixed contact point
120.

Accordingly, the distance between the movable core 330
and the upper fixed core 240a must be appropriately main-
tained according to a magnetic force generated by the coil
230.

However, if the internal temperature is increased due to the
operation of the electromagnetic switching device, a gener-
ated magnetic force becomes weak so that the distance A
between the upper fixed core 240a and the movable core 330
must be reduced to allow the movable core 330 to have an
appropriate ascending force.

In the electromagnetic switching device according to the
embodiment, a property of an elastic member 350, which is
expanded as the temperature is increased, is used in order to
reduce the distance between the upper fixed core and the
movable core upon the increase of the temperature. As
described above, the elastic member may include a rubber.

Meanwhile, the elastic members 350 and 350a preferably
have asymmetric bottom surfaces. Upon ascending and
descending, the elastic members 350 and 3504 do not perpen-
dicularly move up and down, but ascend and descend while
colliding with an inner side of the fixed core 240 to the left and
right. Although it may rarely happen, the shaft 310 may
perpendicularly move down exactly.

In this case, since the bottom end of the shaft 310 collides
with the bottom surface of the housing 10 so that the bottom
end of the shaft 310 is perpendicularly bounced again, a
strong ascending force may be generated due to a repulsive
force so the fixed contact point 120 may unintentionally make
contact with the movable contact point 321.

For this reason, the bottom surfaces of the elastic members
350 and 350a are asymmetrically formed. In this case,
although it may rarely happen, when the shaft 310 perpen-
dicularly moves down exactly, the shaft 310 does not perpen-
dicularly move up exactly, but collide with a side of the fixed
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core 240 to the left and right while moving up, so that the
movement speed of the shaft 310 may be reduced.

For reference, in FIGS. 2 to 4, although the shaft 310 and
the movable core 330 are illustrated as if they make surface-
contact with the fixed core 240, a small gap is formed ther-
ebetween to allow the shaft 310 and the movable core 330 to
collide with the fixed core 240 to the left and right.

Hereinafter, an operation of the electromagnetic switching
device having a structure as mentioned above will be
described.

The shaft 310 is always pressed downward, that is, in a
direction in which the fixed contact point 120 is away from the
movable contact point 321 so that the fixed contact point 120
is spaced apart from the movable contact point 321.

In this state, if a current is applied to the coil 230, the
movable core 330 has a driving force to move up and down
due to a magnetic flux generated by the coil 230.

The movable core 330 ascends due to the driving force. The
move core 330 ascends while pressing the pressing surface
313 of the shaft 310 upward to ascend the shaft 310.

If the shaft 310 ascends, the movable contact point 321
makes contact with the fixed contact point 120. After the
movable contact point 321 makes contact with the fixed con-
tactpoint 120, the shaft 310 further ascends and the upper end
of'the shaft 310 makes contact with the intermediate part 114,
so that the ascending of the shaft 310 is terminated.

Meanwhile, if power supply to the coil 230 is shut off, the
shaft 310 moves down due to an elasticity force of the return
spring 130.

During the above procedure, if the internal temperature of
the device is increased, the vertical volume of the elastic
members 350 and 350 expands, so that the distance A
between the upper fixed core 240 and the movable core 330 is
reduced. Accordingly, a driving force applied to the movable
core 330 is compensated for.

When the shaft 310 ascends or descends, the shaft 310
collides with the fixed core 240 while moving upward. In this
case, the shaft 310 may perpendicularly move down exactly
although it may rarely happen.

In this case, since the bottom surfaces of the elastic mem-
bers 350 and 350q are asymmetrically formed, the shaft 310
colliding with the bottom surface of the housing 10 is not
perpendicularly bounced upward exactly, but moves up while
colliding to the left and right. Accordingly, the ascending

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

8

speed may be limited so that undesirable contact between the
fixed contact point 120 and the movable contact point 321 can
be prevented.

What is claimed is:

1. An electromagnetic switching device comprising:

a shaft coupled with a movable contact point such that the
shaft moves up and down, the shaft comprising a large
diameter portion and a small diameter portion below the
large diameter portion;

an elastic member coupled with a bottom end of the shaft
and having an asymmetric bottom surface;

a fixed core surrounding an outer side of the shaft, the fixed
core comprising an upper fixed core that surrounds an
outer side of the large diameter portion of the shaft and
alower fixed core vertically spaced apart from the upper
fixed core; and

a movable core at an outer side of the small diameter
portion of and coupled with the outer side of the shaft,

wherein a vertical volume of'the elastic member expands as
temperature is increased.

2. The electromagnetic switching device of claim 1, further

comprising:

an elastic member receiving part at a lower portion of the
shaft, wherein the elastic member is received in the
elastic member receiving part such that a top end of the
elastic member makes contact with a top surface of the
elastic member receiving part to limit volume expansion
of the elastic member in an upward direction.

3. The electromagnetic switching device of claim 1,

wherein the elastic member comprises rubber.

4. The electromagnetic switching device of claim 2,
wherein:

the elastic member receiving part comprises a space
formed by the bottom end of the shaft and an inner
peripheral surface of the movable core; and

atop end of the elastic member is partially inserted into the
elastic member receiving part.

5. The electromagnetic switching device of claim 4, further
comprising a reversed T-shape supporter coupled with the
elastic member receiving part such that a bottom surface of
the elastic member receiving part provides a bottom surface
of the T-shape supporter.
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